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The ECI for the Rights of Nature can only 
happen with the help and generosity of many 

people. If you have skills or resources to 
contribute to please contact us today - and 
share this information widely with friends.
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Environmental law is failing us. 
In the last 40 years alone - the time from 
which the �rst environmental laws were 
enacted - we have extinguished 50% of all 
biodiversity on earth, global warming is 
upon us, deforestation escalates, and 
over�shing in the world’s oceans has pushed 
many �sheries to collapse. 

Why is this happening? 
Because our system of environmental law - 
which is designed around an economic 
growth model based on utility value and 
coupled with the destruction of nature - 
legitimises it. 

Current environmental regulatory struc-
tures are mostly about “permitting” 
certain harms to occur – acting more to 
legalize the activities of 
corporations and other 
business entities than to 
protect our natural and 
human communities.

It starts with the premise 
that all of life isn't 
protected, leaving us with 
the impossible task of 
reactively legislating to carve out protec-
tions, rather than proactively creating the 
frameworks needed to create the ecological-
ly thriving world that all wish to inhabit. 

Why Recognize Rights of Nature? 
Environmental law sees nature solely as 
property - an object of the law, rather than a 
subject - with no legal personality or rights 
of its own.

This leads to a number of practical side 
e�ects that make it almost impossible for 
people and governments to protect nature 
e�ectively eg.
- piecemeal protection ignoring the inter-
connected nature of the web of life
- no relationship between us and the rest of 
nature so no duty of care/obligations
- all environmental issues are planning issues 
- the only conversation in court is whether 
the correct procedure was followed

- after the fact litigation only compensates 
for human economic loss - no obligation to 
restore nature
- endangered species lists cannot be updat-
ed fast enough to keep pace with current 
extinction rates

The highest protection our law gives is in 
the form of rights - yet this protection is 
only reserved for people and corporations - 
ignoring the rights of the natural living 
systems that make up the earth and upon 
which our lives depend. 

Laws recognizing the Rights of Nature 
empower communities to reject govern-
mental actions which permit unwanted and 
damaging development to occur – by 
enabling communities to assert the rights of 

those ecosystems that 
would otherwise be 
destroyed. Although 
people have been talking 
about “sustainable devel-
opment” for decades, little 
has been done to change 
the structure of law to 
actually achieve that goal.

Some bene�ts of rights of nature laws 
include:
- legal personality/standing for ecosystems 
and species
- legal relationship and duty of care towards 
nature
- codi�es “sustainable development” by 
disallowing activities that interfere with the 
functioning of the interconnected ecosys-
tems that support all life
- creates systemic change via ecological 
governance
 - re-establishes our right relationship with 
the rest of nature, in harmony with life.

Where have these laws  been adopted? 
At national level in Ecuador and Bolivia; 
regional level in Mexico and over 36 munici-
palities in the USA; at court level in New 
Zealand, Belize, Costa Rica and India. In 
Africa through legal recognition of natural 
customary law.


